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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


noteworthy book has just rescbed us—* A 
1 by ‘Pilgrim,’ published by Geo. Redws ay. 
there must be mot iy stories, just as there must 
b for the sake of people who, in the one ease, will 
i te statements and arguments, the 
ase they will not give in any other way. That being 
a we have only praise for this lively book— 
ad yet with a heart of dee p seriousness in it. It is 
the writer is a keen and ac pippe woman, 
dher way to many social circles and to scenes 
—— note of; and the reader of it will not 
be told that she has a ready wit and a ready p 

re Research Society and the Pioneer r 


is in 


y „ Spiritualism, which is finely set 
peated all through ; indeed, one might almost 
about the best missionary work we have seen. 
dit who would not look at Stainton Moses’ 
ings, ora work by Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace. 

is published at 5s., and is presented in a high- 


a style. 


nn y's remarkable letters in ‘ The 
rd,’ he says of the mere wonder- 
ion with occult things, whom he calls 
are ‘only the thieves of the Mystery,the 
ry. Like so many of these strong 
e and not true. It all depends on the 
è, the end sought. The most elementary 
ting, as table-moving or rapping or 
„ may be made to minister to true 
as the humblest maid-servant may 
ta * the hand of the kings child and lead 
ky inst. s certain reputed ‘miracles’ 
o Church, just as he might instance 
ritualist circles, ending in 


Witten: 


A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research, 


7TH MAKE MantresT Unt. -an 


Ocronzn 3, 1896. .! Price Tworencr. 
fora mould, and that her receptivity or impteiblene-s is greater 
than ber spontaneity or a i That w old not ~] ualify 
her for certain forms of mediumshi; On the contrary, In 
fact. if Leis could be unveil hI} y deny), and 
if it were lawful or becoming for human bands to draw the 
veil, such a woman's hand might do the deel. But only her 


hand, not her mind. 


This curiously bears aut Dr. Anna Kingeforil's incisive 


criticism that Madame Blavatsky was ‘an occvultist, not a 
myeti * 

»The Echo has many virtues but it has at N ne 
fault —it nays. Once let it take against thing, and 


it never tires of that form of attack, and, to tell the truth, 
it can then be just a litth 
victim. Just now iti 
its latest :— 
Two leading Spiritualists, who = 
declared that they o- 
Yet, on one 
situated five 
gram to the 
After this, faith stood at a serere discoun 


whi tranarnit thes 


Wera. when they i 


bundred miles or 


hree rupews, 


ther which cost a hundred and 
$ fue ne counts 


Even if the story is trae, what of itt No onessys that 
thought-transference is as certain in its operation as telo- 
graphy, sowhy should not a believer in the one use the uther 
‘The Echo really ought to be above such inanities. 


We regularly receive The Agnostic Journal from its 

publisher, and we regularly look through it. Occasionally 
we find a well-deserved lash at some bigoted folly or crass 
stupidity, but, as a rule, we are sorry for Saladin, who is 
capable of far higher work. The one defect of the paper is 
that it mistakes the follies and the stupidities of certain 
religionists for Religion itself, and that it is exaggerated 
and onesided even in that. Here, for instance, in the 
number for September 19th, is its first Article on 
Religion, the first three paragraphs af which occupy a 
column. The following are the opening sentences of these 
paragraphs : — 

Religion enslaves the intellect, and leads optive the reasun 
and conscience, and thus makes the man a grovelling worshipper 
of an imaginary personal deity, 

Religion, when put to the test, fails utterly, and all our 
prayers amount to so much waste energy, 

Religion consists of worship, prayer, praise, thanksgiving, 
sacrifice, and, above all, faith. 

Need we point out the unfairness or the exaggeration 
in these sentences! They are, in fact, as absurd as any- 
thing which ever receives the * Agnostic Journal's’ 
lash, raryan + monstroas—' Religion 


470 


not only ‘worship, prayer, praise, thankagiving, sacrifice, 
and faith.” These palpable misrepresentations only injure 
those who are respond bi e for them 


‘The American Catholic Quarterly Review’ has taken 
the troublo to conetrect à sammary oat the Articles of 
Belief of the scientific agosti. The writer's references 
are à little curious 

L Matter is the origin of all that exit, without the in- 
irain of any creative agency ; ol) natural and mental forces 
are inberent m it. Nature, the all-engendering and all-devour 
ing, bv ite own beginning ead end. birth and death. (Buchner, 
+ Kraft and Stef,” pp. 32 and 44.) 

2. At Gest there existed only ene gas ; then a fiery cloud ; 
pest « molten spberead, in which not sione the more ignoble 
foma of iie. bot the human mind itself . all our 
phileeophy, oll car poetry sad all our art . . . all are supposed 
to have been latent and potential. (Tyndall, * Scientific Use of 
the Imagination. ’) 

3. Thersopon followed s long cooling procem. The vapours 
were condeneed ; the crust of the earth, ite seas, lake and 
rivers ani life ital! were formed. The difference between a 
living and « nve-living body is à difference of degree, not of 
kind. (Fiske, ‘Cosmic Philesophy,” p. 422.) All natural 
bodice with which we ore acquainted are equally living. 
(Haeckel, *NatGrl. Schéptungegesch' By Dr. Ernst, 6 edit.) 

4 Light shines epon the water, and it is malted. Light 
shines opon the silted sa and it lives. (Okan, ‘Elem. 
Physiol") Ther sas produced the ses-macas (or protoplasm), 
which ix the lifeatull of phyvien! basis of the earliest and 
simplest organisaa. (See. 905, Ray Society's Edit. ‘Oken's 
Physiol") 

„ All the forma of vegetable and animal life, incloding man, 
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THOUGHT-FORMS 
The current number of ‘ Lacifer 
ing article on Thought form vw Mr B 
giving her own experiences, he cit D 
follow ` 
Dr. Beradno states that he i 
by whieh the sonl- define] 
the baly and the spirit 
its movements by mest 
visible vibrations by impression 
out by non-conductors electricity 
Baraduc obtained various in prow by 
an object, the effect produced by the t} 
a sensitive plate; thas he tried to p 
s lady (then dead) whom he had known, and pr 
impression due to his thought of a drawing h 
of her on her deathbed. He quite rightly wy 
ereastion of an object is the paming « of 
from the mind and ite subsequent materia 
seeks the chemical effect caused on silver salte by 
thought created picture. One triking illustration 
foree raying outwards, the projection of an earnest prayer 
Another prayer is seen producing forms like the frond 
another like rain pouring upwards, if the phrase may le } 
mitted. A rippled oblong mass is projected by three 
thinking of their unity in affection. A young boy wr 
over and carewing a dead bird is surrounded by a flied of 
interwoven threads of emotional disturbance. A strong 9 


is formed by a fecling of decp sadness. 
Now, according to Theosophical thoury :— 


A thought-form is a shape caused by the vibrations set op i 
the mental body by the activity of the Ego, clothed in te 


al 


{ 


earliest and simplest organisa (Spencer, * Social Statistica,’ 
pP 79), and. io particular, man himself ix, without doubt, a 
linwa! Alen: of the anthroprad apes. (Haeckel, be.) informing sool eesence. . . . So the thought-lorm wi 
It xem to be all sheurdly ample and terribly clever, ehape whose body is of elemental casence and whose wal isa 
bat it somehow leaves one hungry. thought. . . « It is very often spoken of as an art H 
We may a» well remark that Fiske is in no sense a Glemental, because of thie bodily constitution, and mt 
* acientific agnostic.’ elementala, when made by White or Black Magicians, are 

' tremendous potency. 

' The New Saturday’ ix a bold venture It is deliber- Mra. Besant tells ns also that 
ately iatended * supplanter ot the old * Three general principles underlie the production of al 
pam 


1. Quality of thought determines colour. 
2. of thought determines form. 
3. ame of thought determines clearnew of outline 
» of Theowphical investigators, of whim 
ve have heard a good deal lately, have tarnai 
on on to these thought-forms, and Mra, Beant 
of these ‘students’ herself) illustrate her 
coloured drawings of the form 
Tho resulta obtained run parallel w 
i ~ea A fooling of devotion makes the 
orma blue, ‘more or lew intense, beautifal 
ig to the depth, elevation, and purity d 
in æ church like blue clouds œ 


* * “ 


elemental canence of the astral plane, and prm A 


independent life of its own with freedom of motion, bot its wa 
siousnes being limited to the thought of which its omen, « 


om 


as 3, s.) 


poured respectively red and yellow. Of other 
we read — 


from dark clouds (Fig. 4) waa taken from the 
and partially intoxicated man in the Fast Ermi 
bas he struck down d woman; the flash darted cut 
moment before he raised hie hand to strike why 

pitied stiletto-like dart (Fig. 5) waa a thought of 
ter, intense and desiring vengeance, of the quality of 
ee through years and directe 4 Gain u per 
a deep injury on the one who sent it forth 


m Mra. Besant apparently 


“ate 


apies into theory again. 
form may assume the shape of ita projector. If 
strongly to be present ata particular place, to 
cular person, and be seen ; such a thought-form may 
shape, and a clairvoyant present at the desired 
see what he probably would mistake for his friend 
al body. Such a thought-form 

. if that formed part of ita content, setting up in the 
n ly rof the person reached vibrations like its own, and 
i ata pamed on by that astral body to the brain, 
4 be translated into a thought or a sentence. 
f ti n again, might convey to ita projector, by the 
n between them, vibrations inmipremed on itas if. 


* 


might omvey a 


where 


ERTA, 
eucn 


ght of love directed towards a person surrounds 
— becomes a protection to him; thus we may 
d maintain veritable guardian angela round those 
Evil thoughts do injury, but if the person they 
to injure has a pure heart and mind they are 
s: ‘along the magnetic line of least resistance, 
ebound upon their senders, them 
ily, morally, and physically’ We wonder of whom 
wnt was thinking besides Mr. Judge when she 
several such instances are well-known to mem- 
Theosophical Society.’ 
e told how these discoveries were made, and the 
s to us rather a slight one for the weight it is 


6 an 


‘ shattering 


it Theosophist observed the forms caused by 
¢ thoughts thrown out by one of them, and also 
fori projected by other persons under the influ- 
emotions. They described these un fully and 
ey could to an artist who sat with them, and he 
eo and mized colours, till some approximation ts 
u made. The artist at his leisure painted the 
another committee was held and sat upon the 
the light of the criticisms then made vur long- 
Painted wn almost entirely new set. 
to 8 why an ‘artist’ was brought 
s exception of the five-pointed star, and 
a flower, all the twelve illustrations are 
a or blotches of colour, which, one would 
lligent person could select, mix, and put 
It would have been interesting to see 
‘ con would then have shown themselves, for 
saw variously is proved by the difficulty the 
st had to satisfy them, and possibly a 
vuld have made him do his drawings 
„ the investigators do not seem 
recautions against suggestion, Ex- 
ke this a most important point ; 
bn it is to let the reader of 
that every precaution 
s actually taken—at 
command the atten- 
heles we have to 
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b ORC OFT 
THE GROWTH OF THE SOUL’ + 
(n. eh from pope 152.5 
It ms herefivre, t Z Th „ neve 
r t tun wires meer f oain Kaden 
who ar nym toep thar tevin and 
the wes. Th len f- w 
he varig plis we wourding w T 
yo hen t y die. or a? T 1 teyally peu: 
71 
ton, they come when they are bx re- burn. They claim, 
morevter, that they « wh other and their * Masters’ i 
nå (wy bur a 


We can make at) a associate 


allied desi., sod have dealir 


b. etudents believe that i 
a knowledge of the Cosmos, and e 
spiritual thir th 0 r 
themselyes and othe an actual kr 
that can wiir i no other way 
thua brought to light in fa 
as *Theowphy. We mut my st once 


no reason for doubting that 
throw themselyes, or exch other, into a cond 
have visions ; and it ia not imposait 


} $ y [i LA 4 3 t 
stancesal wha the Psych cal R a would probably call ‘o 


: 241 1 > à x 
lective veridica sHucination "—visions, thst is to say 
$ fi 
all the ‘percipienta’ see the same things, an 
appears abwlutely real t all the sensed, and — 17 
„ Wat i 17 
‘natural.’ We have many recorled cases of veridical visions, 


but of veridical visions which are ovllective ti ł 


ie number is much 


smaller, and perhspa the most generally known aud best 
authenticated of them all are the Witches Sabbaths; it is 
natural, there fore, to refer or recur to theme * Sabbaths,” and 


ot the Middle 
wanderings of our 


ask whether those strange yaychic experiences 


Ages throw soy light upon the astral 


Theosophical * students to-day. 

Now, it is evident that a fact ia one thing and ita inter- 
pretation is snuther ; #9, if we allow that the witches who 
attended those Sabbaths really went’ in dream body’ to some 
astral region where they met each other aud saw a spirit — 
called Satan, we do not thereby huld curselves boand to believe 
that those poor creatures were actually in the company of the 
Principle of Evil, the great cosmic Personality that is believed 
by the Dualists' to everywhere combat the great Principle of 
Good. It is because it is now perceived that those who accept 
facta are under no obligation to accept the stereotyped ex- 
planstion of those facts, that our scientifically: minded genera- 
tion has become willing to look into the phenomena of witch- 
craft. We study witchcraft now without any intention of 
proving or disproving the theological theory of the universe on 
which it is founded, and without any fear of being damned for 
meddling with things diabolical ; and this is because we do not 
regard those phenomens as any proof of dealings with the Devil, 
but believe them to be natural but at present abnormal ; and, 
as such, they are, no doubt whatever, of absorbing interest to 
students of psychology. It seems now-a-days too preposterous 
to suppose that the great cosmic Principle of Evil would 
personalise itself in order to entrap the souls of a lot of silly old 
women; and our only object now, with regard to witcheraft, is 
to ascertain the true facts of the case, to judge of the signifi- 
cance of those facta and to interpret them in psychological 
terma that do not imply a foregone conclusion that is tosay, we 
wish to find out the laws that govern the production and mani- 
festation of those extraordinary ‘collective veridical hallucina- 
tions.’ It may be said that when tested by the consideration of 
their own nature, and by inference from the data they supply, 
the visions of the witches seem to have been the psychological 
echo of the beliefs held by the women who became witches—the 
echo, in a certain direction, of the religious ideas of their day. 

We need hardly disclaim any wish to say a word disrespect- 
ful to Theosophists or derogatory to Theosophy ; therefore if 
wa tay that the vimions of the witches and those of the Theosophi- 
cal — ‘seem Suspicious , our readers will, we hope, 
understand that it is in their form or frame, and not in their 


1e that wo think they resemble each other—we must 
Re sent . as mach by 
— i ada 


Y 
co wei 


„ and bot oh 
mays that those ‘subjects * rewem ble each 8 3 he 10 

the same lasson, he certainly does not therehy 

` murderers. 
opinion Archbishops are no better than 1 from inferenco 
It is from observation of their nature, AM ay th he 
from the data they supply, that we venture odor that the 
visions. of Theosophints and those of the witohes seom to us to 
belong to the same vategory. Both classes of v sions deal with 
matters that are beyond the reach of voriticatl >. a 
viously the caso in witehoraft ; and the vistons of the * students 
either refer to the remote past, as in the case of Mr. Scott- 
Elliot's Atlantis, or they doal with the astral or spiritual 
spheres, as in Mr. Leadboatur's * Kama Loka * and * Dovaohan. ' 
The only possible way of verifying suol visions is to take part in 
them indeed Thoosophists tell you that ‘if you want to know 
the doctrine you must lead the life'; and they say that the 
proof of these doctrines comes only with the opening of the 
astral senses, But obviously this argument for the truthfulness 
of their visions would be equally valid in the mouths of the 
witehes » ‘Become a witch, and you will go with us to our 
Sabbath.’ In both cases it simply means that if you submit 
to the siwe conditions and use the same processes as the 
‘students,’ or the witches (as the ease may be), the same results 
will follow ; and we do net doubt that if anyone who was 
naturally a psychic, studied Ihe Secret Doorine and * Esoteric 
Buddhism ' for a fow years, going tourd the world to proclaim 
that those books givea true account of the Cosines (as some, at 
least, of the ' students’ have done), be would end by seeing his 
thoughts quite as veridically objectivised in visions, as 
credulous and mediumistic old women in the Dark Ages found 
their belief in Satan and his imps made thoroughly real to them 
at their Witehus' Sabbath.“ 

It has, we believe, been proposed to experiment with 
sensitives in the hypnotic state in order to reproduce the pheno- 
mena of witehcraft—to send them, for inatance, all together 
toa Sabbath, suggesting to them not only to go through the 
regulation performances there, bat also to remember all about 
their frolics when they awoke, Tt would seem to be an equally 
pertinent and interesting experiment, and a perfectly fair one, 
to suggest the doctrines of Theosophy to hypnotised psychics, 
and then send then for a tour inthe lost Atlantis, and let them 
wander for a while in Kama Loka and Devachan; for it would 
be highly interesting and very important to find out whether 
their experiences did not soom quite as real, when they awoke, 
as the experiences of the witches seemed to them; and 
whether their visions, also, did not in every respect corroborate 
the tewehings of the Mahatmas, Until this experiment is made 
wo can only say that the visions af the Theosophical students 
apposr to us to have every mark of hypnotic ‘ hallucination ' ; 
for, be it remembered, it is now known that a bypnosis may be 
tho gradual work of years, and may be unconsciously self- 
duced, or mutually induced, unintentionally, by a number of 
poople ; ond it i said that such hypnuses are the 
the least suspected, and the most difficult to unde. 

But if we conclude that the visions on which 
relies are of the nature of hypnosis, they still 
‘interpreted '—we have still to draw our m fror 
the visionaries of Avenue road, like Swed 
Davis, and other 'Seers,’ have real exp 


This is ob- 
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[í etober J. 1806, 
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It is sufficient, therefore, to say that we cannot vecept 


Soul.’ X . G poe 
the visions on which, according to Mr. Sinnott, Theosophy now | 
so largely relies, as being in any way authoritative, or + tempt, 

on account of their origin, from the most searching criticism 
not mean that, because those visions aro an | 


This does 
loa hinga, 


hypnotic echo or reflex of Madame Blavatsky’s 

they are therefore unworthy of serious consideration ; it only | 

moans that the onus proband? is thrown back to the source from 

which those doctrines came, for we cannot allow that the visions 
good 4 


strengthen the doctrine, since there seems to us to be so 
reason for believing that those visions themselves are an outcome | 
of a belief in that doctrine. Wo shall, therefore, in another | 
article, endeavour to give our readers a very brief summary of | 
Theosophy up to date, as now put forward by Mr. Sinnett in l 
‘The Growth of the Soul’; leaving them to judge for them- 

selves whether or not it is The Truth.’ 


SUCCESSFUL WATER FINDING. 


Messrs. Pacey, of Melton Mowbray, have reason to con f 
gratulate themselves on having secured Mr. Leicester Gataker, 
the water expert, of Weston-super-Mare and Bath, to furnish 
them with a supply of water on a farm. Some two years back 
they had sunk a well and erected a windmill, Ko., on the advice 
of a waterfinder, but the result was almost nil, and the pump: 
ing arrangement practically useless. As n result of n visit 
recently Mr. Gataker predicted that at a certain spot indicate! 
hy him a supply of from 80 to 100 gallons an hour could be 
obtained ata depth of from 60 to 80 feet. As a consequence 
he undertook to procure the water on terms of no water, no 
pay,” and sinking operations were at once undertaken by his 
own staff. Even while this was in progress another wielder of 
the rod pronounced the sinking operations useless at the 
spot. The result has been to verify Mr. Gataker's forecast not 
only as regards depth, but also the quantity of water. Ata 
depth of 60 feet a supply of about 110 gallons per hour bas 
been obtained. One fact which may be interesting to many, 
and perhaps help to explain the possession in Mr. Gataker of 
such peculiar power of being able to find water with his hands 
alone, is that when over water Mr. Gataker's pulse beats at the 
rate of forty per minute above the average, Such is the dictum 
of a medical man who a few weeks ago very closely scrutinised 
him at work, and that fact convinced him.—From the ‘ Bath 


Daily Chronicle.” 
AN INTERVIEW WITH DR. BARADUO. l 


Our contemporary, ‘Le Lumidre,’ 
account of an interview with Dr. Baraduc, whose recent dis- 


cov in thought photography have been recorded in Lia! 
Jains that the existence of a vital fluid can now be 


1 experiments, When a visitor enters 
his laboratory, he cannot fail to notice two * magnetometers’ 
enting on ie. These consist of two small dials divided 
with very delicate needles made of annealed 
ore, irresponsive to ordinary magnetic 
Ue is protected against outside contact by 
nds, with the fingers brought to a point, 
direction of the * magnetometers,’ the 
the left hand is, after about two 
from Odeg. to Sdeg., whilst the needle 
d is moved forward to l5deg, Such 
% of a forco emanating from the 
t through the glass cases. Thie, 
tal or psychic force. 


voud Eaha * magneto: 
lark or in a faint red light, 
D Lhe 7 


i 


į 


gives an interesting 


1 


ta beara the impres- 
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SPIRITUALISM AT BIRMINGHAM. 


THE SPIRITUAL EVIDENCE SOOTETY. 


Sun—Although Tdo not doubt that you have already rocuived 
notices of the purposes and objects of the above 
pocontly organised society, L ask the privilege, ns one intimately 
mssocintod with those aims and purposes, especially as | took n 
part in its inaugural meetings, to call your attention to 
roport which tho secretary (and T might almost add, the 
projector and founder of the society), Mr, Brian Hodgson, will 
send you, unless you have already received it, Tam quite sure, 
Mr. Editor, that you and your experionced associates in the 
publication of *Lramy,’ will fully appreciate the practical and 
> amen methods by which the society whose report I 
À you, together with a programme of last ‘Tuesday's inaugural 
tooling, is endeavouring to place the noble cause of Spirit- 
nalism before the public of Birmingham. 
report in question proposes to give courses of lectures 
each week during the present and several succeeding months 
on all the known subjects relating to man's spiritual nature 
horo and his destiny as a spiritual being hereafter ; such teach- 
ings to be presented by the best attainable teachers and illus- 
trated by practical demonstration, to be given from time to 
tine through the instrumentality of good mediums. When 
5 remember the stupendous possibilities, both here and 
acute which Spiritualism may, nay must, bring to the 
when well understood and practically impressed upon 
wo cannot too deeply sympathise with any society 
3 seeks to substitute efficient work for the all too prevail- 
ill-regulated attempts to place Spiritualism before the 
n lectures always unconnected in courses, and too often 
mih d by incompetent exponents and haphazard circles, of 
.. promoters themselves have no definite know- 
s to the results that may be expected to ensue. 
ie the ho organisation to which I so earnestly call the attention 
the Editor of ‘ Liaur’ and its readers, there is, at least an 
) syste matise such a course of studies as will instruct 
and students of the movement in the funda- 
os of mon tal and spiritual science, and follow out in 
i the spirit world has already been able, under count- 
Hes, to reveal to humanity of the life hereafter. 
‘prosuming to call this merely initial organisation 
hore than an attempt to systematise what has been 
fested to earth by the spirit world, I cannot forbear 
ing my deep and earnest belief that it will be the 
or, at least, the rudimental stepping-stone which 
the inauguration of the first, but not the last, grand 
ollege, which shall be at once the church, the school- 
the reform club; lending the spirits on earth 
take their places as pure, wise, and exalted spirits 
yond the earth, 
ding this brief notice I must be permitted to say that 
sufficient praise or speak in terms of too high 
Mr. Brian Hodgson (naming himself only in 
city of secretary in the report), but to whose 
ts and personal work, as well as to that of his 
tes, the formation and conduct of this society 
ce’ at Birmingham are due. I will not 
your space, Mr. Editor, to describe tho 
J, and enthusiastic gathering that greeted 
nie Temple of Birmingham on Tuesday 


„ “ Gazette,’ and other leading papers 
nts of the meeting, whilst Mes. Star- 
playing, Mr. Coney’s touching and 
tion, and Lieut.-General Phelps’ 
A contributed to aid me in 
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A GHOST AT BRIGHTON, 


—— 


The following letter appeared in the ‘Standard’ and 
the ' Daily Telegraph’ on Saturday last ;— 


Sit, On Thursday 1 was stopping at the house of a friend 
at Brighton, and having remained up reading for some time 
after the family had gone to bed, I at last, it being nearly 
twelve, prepared to retire to reat. In going upstairs I 
appeared to catch a glimpse of a patch of moonlight on a wall 
by the window on the second landing, As I drew nearer, to 
my uster astonishment, this gradually took the shape of a 
woman, ‘The ghostly nature of this form was apparent, for the 
wall was clearly visible through the figure. The shape waa that 
of a woman of about thirty, tall, well formed, and clothed in 
some plain garment, which might have been ashroud, She was 
gazing earnestly into the grounds through the window, with n 
very sud expression upon her face, Suddenly, she gave a deep 
sigh of such utter lament that it startled me more than even the 
first sight of the apparition. Then her form grew indistinct, 
and ina few seconds vanished. I examined the wall, but found no 
trace of anything abnormal. 

In the morning L related the strange adventure to my host, 
who was remarkably upset at my narrative. At his request, [ 
refrain from naming the precise house, as the property is for 
sale, and publicity might do it harm, He stated that there was 
a family secret he could not reveal, and contented himeelf by 
asking me to inspect a certain picture in his possession. I was 
astounded to find the ghost and this portrait to exactly tally, 
The latter must have been at least seventy years old. J await 
an explanation from those scientists and conjurers who laugh 
at Spiritualism. I know that my experience is real.—I ain, Sir, 
your obedient servant, 

Mansion House Chambers, E. C. 

September 25th. 


Tos. Lucas Surra. 


t WHO SPOKE TO HIM?" 


In ‘Liowr' of August 20th appeared an account quoted 
from the ‘Guiding Hand,’ which, while its author intended it as 
proof of orthodox theories regarding Providence, affords demon 
strative evidence of the truth of Spiritualistic contentions. ‘The 
author, II. L. Hastings, is a well-known writer of Boston, 
U.S. A., and is noted for his defence of the Bible against 
‘ Infidelity,’ yet it is greatly to be doubted if any of his works 
so attest the falsity of Ingersollism as ‘The Guiding Hand’ 
does the reality of spiritual phenomena. Who Spoke to 
Him ?' is the title of one of the articles contained in this book, 
the narrator being, I believe, an acquaintance of Mr. Hastings. 
who youches for the truth of the entire collection. Here is the 
story: — 

‘When a young man I was requested to carry a letter in 

haste to a family some half « mile distant. I went just as I 
was, in slippers and shirt-sleeves, The stream which I had to 
cross was swollen by recent rains. After delivering the letter 
I started immediately for home, But as i reached the bridge 
a voice seemed to say to me, “Go down by the river and 
muse.” I was fond of walking by the stream and listening to 
the murmuring of the waterfalls ; yet I gave no heed to the 
suggestion, but pushed on my way. Presently the voice said 
again, „Go down by the river and muse.” I was almost 
startled by its distinctness; but as L was not properly clad for 
such a diversion, I excused myself on that account, But the 
voice said a third time, with such authority, Go down by the 
river and muse,“ that I dared not disobey. I wont at once, 
but with no purpose beyond each step. 

‘I had gone but a little way, before I saw a head bobbing 
up and down in the stream, I at once recognised the golden 
hair as that of little Lizzie G——. Soon an eddy in the current 
brought her near the shore, when I stepped into the water and 
drew out her apparently lifeless form. She was in a little 
while restored to consciousness, and carried to her home, In 
endeavouring ta crea tho stream on a fallen tree, a limb to which 
Ae ing gave way, and she had tloated a long distance down 
to the pla meee was rescued, She and her mother cease 

ee ee ee 
. J. Eure. 


2 
+ 
7 


474 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 2, DUKE STREAT, ADELPHI, 
LONDON, . 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER . 18% — 


E. DAWSON ROGERS. 
Assisted by a — 2 able Cuntribstors. 


Tight, 
A Journal of Psychical, Ocoult, and Mystical Research. 
Pures Tworssce Weer. 


EDITOR 


COMMUNICATIONS intended to be printed should be addressed to the 
Editor, 2, Duke Street, Adelphi, Lom los. W.O. Business commani- 
cations sheold im all cases be adiiressad to Mr. B. D. Godfrey, and 
not to the Biitor. Cheques and Postal Orders shoald be made 
payable to Mr. B. D. Gaifrey, and shoald invariably be crossed 
— å Co.’ 

Lisat’ may also be obtained from B. W. Auues, 4, Ave Maria Lane, 

London, and al) Booksellers 


AMA ALGAMATE— OR CO-OPERATE! 


We have been asked this question more than once 
already, ‘I should like to know if we, as a Society, would 
benefit by amalgamation with the London Spiritualist 
Alliance, Limited, and in what way?’ The word 
‘amalgamation’ is rather a strong one, and seems to 
contemplate s merging of one Society into another, a 
proceeding not perhaps desirable except as a last resource. 
But in the Memorandum of Association of the Alliance 
there is a more moderate word which may meet all cases; 
it is the good old word ‘co-operate.’ But we had better 
give the whole of the article referring to the matter. It is 
No. 3 (n) and is as follows:—‘To amalgamate and co- 
operate with any other Society or Institution having 
objects similar to those of this Society.’ Now, although 
very few Societies could or would care to amalgamate, all 

might co-operate, and for their own sakes. 

The position is this, and we regard it as in the higheat 
degree important :—The London Spiritualist Alliance has 
been legally ineorporated for the express purpose (as set 
forth in the Memorandam of Association) of ‘investigating 
the phenomens commonly known us psychical or as spiritual- 
ference, second sight, and all matters of a kindred nature.“ 
This is æ sweeping, inclusive provision, and virtually 
legalises everything recognised as Spiritualism. It follows 
that any society co-operating with the Alliance will be 
— —— honestly experimenting in spiritual - 

phenomena, as, if any legal question arose, it would 
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on many important subjects. Some are pure occultis 
others are almost childlike experimenters in mere eler 
tary phenomena; some have a philosophy of tho sub 
occasionally as difficult to understand as an alphabet 
in the absence of the combination; others simply ley 
everything to the dear spirits’ and neither care to call ir 
question nor explain. With some, Spiritualism isa religior 
and perhaps a rather closed and orthodox one ; with ott 
it is a buoyant liberator. Some are nearest akin y 
Theosophists ; others are a good deal more like Methodists 
The conclusion is obvious. We must find out the essentia 
things about which we agree, and in Alliance-work | 
alone as far as possible the things about which we differ 
To begin with, then, Spiritualism may be regarded purely 
as science, apart altogether from the question as to persona 
identifications or whether the unseen beings are huma 
or belong to another order altogether, or whether they ar 
truthful or lying, or whether they manifest from holy or 
unholy regions, As science, this is practically a matter of 
indifference. The scientific inquirer will study his unser 
manifester as he would study his beetle, his electricity, or 
his protoplasm; and there is a good deal to say for this 
view of the subject, and we cannot understand the scientist 
who is indifferent to it. He can be so only on th 
hypothesis that the whole thing is moonshine. Here, 
then, first of all, is our bond of union, where no differences 
need intrude, where we are practically indifferent to ‘ spiri 
teachings,’ and attend only to proofs of the existence of spirits 
and the laws of their being, especially in relation to ours. 
But we confess that our main interest in the subject 
turns upon its bearing upon the question of a Future Life; 
and here again we can be all absolutely at one. Some will 
incline to pursue the matter farther philosophically than 
others; some will readily believe that the beings who com- 
municate are the persons they profess to be ; others will 
doubt. But all, in varying degrees, can see, in the 
phenomena upon which we all rely, strong proofs or sugges- 
tions that death does not end all Even if we go so far as 
to say that the communicating beings are non-human, we 
still have the momentous suggestion that there are unseen 
beings of some kind ; or, if we think they are only ‘astrals' 
or wastrels, we may reasonably agree that if the Almighty 
provides for the life of such beings He is much more likely 
to provide for the continued existence of His men and 
women who love Him or need Him. 
In our this nearly exhausts or quite exhausts our 
— s allies ; but in these two fields of inquiry, the 
and that relating to a Future Life, we 
ora ei 


“ima all our powers. Lat all else be 


d a renewed expression of our opinion 
mof legislation and officialism. Dur- 

d, the London Spiritualist Alliance, 
tion od searcely any legislation and 
Ag many quiet but important 
Raw it anxious to go far in any 
: d now is not the activity 
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‘PSYCHIC PHOTOGRAPHY.’ 


By ‘ Xyzev.' 

Kindly allow me to say a few words on this subject, with 
special reference to the experiments of Mr. G., of Edinburgh, 
with Mr. David Duguid, as recently described in Liowr' by 
your correspondent, * Edina.’ And let ine say at once that I 
ati myself inclined to believe in the mediumship of Mr. Duguid, 
for enn searcely realise the possibility of his having been 
simply a fraud for so many years, and that he has all through 
succeeded in deceiving his keen-witted and intelligent employer, 
Mr. James Robertson, of Glasgow, who, with the best possible 

ies for observation, still holds him, I believe, in very 
esteem, and entertains the most complete confidence in his 
lute integrity—which circumstance should at the very out- 
t ba placed without reservation to the credit of Mr. Duguid. 

But we can scarcely be faithful to the cause of truth unless 
‘We put personal considerations aside altogether and look the 
Hels, as they are presented to us, fairly in the face. Spiritual- 
sts complain, and justly so, that as a rule scientific men 
aw unfair to them and reject their evidence without sufficient 
cause. But on the other hand it may be well to ask ourselves 
ler We are not sometimes in our turn unfair to scientitic 
„in asking them to accept as evidence assertions and in- 
which all considerations of right and reason compel 
Teject. Taking psychic photography as a case in point, 
lo Hot the conditions and the results more than justify their 
belief “ Have we any clear cases about which there can be 
m for doubt? 1 believe we have; but is it not at the 
‘ime true that these cases are quite overshadowed by 
larger number of instances in which it would be folly to 
k ate ‘ea afford anything like a reasonable ground for 


I plead for, then, is that the utmost care should be 
make the evidence complete so far as human ingenuity 
pplish thut desirable end. If that cannot be effected, 
admit the fact and cease to blame those who 
ily refuse to accept a strange phenomenon which their 
5 T ls them has not been proved ; and in the meantime let 
rsovere till the full proof has come, in the assurance that 
ded men must ultimately accept that which can be 
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espondent of ‘Licur’ suggested that, in regard to 
periment, there was a missing link in the evidence, 
ot having been privately marked before being placed 
m. The reply was that the camera was never out 
3.80 ion throughout. But would not a shrewd 
igator be justified in objecting, without doubting Mr. G.'s 
des fora moment, that this assurance did not meet the 
ait that he would, and I will tell your readers why. 
o Mr. T. exposed a number of plates in the 
dium for psychic photography. On developing 
hat most of them gave no results, but, on a 
osed psychic figures appeared. So far, so 
ly, before using the plates Mr. T. had put on 
in such a way that they would not be 
development; and on inspection he found 
hich the figures appeared did nof bear his 
Were not his plates at all, being in fact of a 
hile an equal number of his own plates had 
t for the private marks the substitution would 
been discovered, for Mr. T. had been 
it the plates had all along been in his 
o the natural conclusion that, so faras 
i yus concerned, ‘somebody’ had 
moral he drew was that it is im- 
f you wish to be perfectly 
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—the samo always in every detail. One such cage is that of 
Fig, TIL on p. 463 ( Liaw’ of September 26th), which is the 
same in all respects asa psychic’ photograph said to have been 
taken some time ago, and a copy of which was given in * Border- 
land’ of last July. And the appearince of many so-called 
' psychic pictures is too often terribly sugyostive of deception. 

The Inaugural Meeting of the newly formed * Birmingham 
Spiritualist Evidence Society (of which Mra, Hardinge Britten, 
the talented lecturer, isthe president, and Mr, Brian Hodgson 
the indefatigable secretary) was held on September 22nd, when 
Mr. Brian Hodgson exhibited some lantern views of * spirit 
photographs,’ A long and fair report appesred next day in the 
‘Birmingham Daily Post, together with a letter from the pen 
of Dr. Hall-Edwards, who had been present at the meeting. 
Dr. Hall.Edwards, in the course of his letter, said :— 

[ have always contended that tha scientific application of 
photography to the investigation of Spiritualistic phenomena 
would at once and for ever prove or disprove the assertions of 
believers. From the lantern-slidés exhibited it would be 
very difficult to make positive statements, nor should I 
venture to do so had I not carefully examined the photo- 
graphie prints, from which a number of these slides were 
prepared. I have no hesitation in saying that a large number 
of these are such that no person with the slightest experience 
of photography could be Received by them. In three or four 
of them the spirits have, in my opinion, been prepared 
from woodeuts, which have been cut out with some sharp 
instrument. On examining these prints with a lens the 
marks of the engraving tool are plainly visible. . The 
remainder of the slides have undoubtedly, in my judgment, 
been produced by two exposures, and in one instance the 
background is plainly visible through the sitter's bead. 
There was no picture shown which could not be produced by 
ordinary photographic * dodges.’ If the Spiritual 
Evidence Society have the good of the cause at heart, let 
them come forward and produce a spirit photographed under 
such conditions as would be considered necessary to prove 
any other scientific facts. 

Just so. The evidence was insufficient for Dr. Hall-Edwards, 
and as an honest man he could not do otherwise than frankly 
say so. In explanation of some very suspicious-looking produc- 
tions, it has been suggested that they may be photographs of 
something in the medium's mind or memory—-perfectly or im- 
perfectly. In truth, this may be so—but it is not proven. A 
scientific man is in the habit of looking for facts, and being sure 
of these before he casts about for theories—and surely, to such 
aman the suggestion to which I have referred must appear as 
merely an attempt to set up one theory to account for another. 
What, then, I wish to impress upon the minds of my brother 
Spiritualists is this—that if they desire to convince scientific 
men that psychical, or let me say abnormal, photography is a 
fact, they must proceed on strictly scientific lines, and that if 
that is either impossible or undesirable, they should charitably 
cease to blame scientific men for hesitating to believe that of 
which no sufficient evidence has been given them. For my own 
part, I do not believe that it is undesirable—nor do I believe 
that it is impossible if mediums will but cheerfully give their 
help. They, at least, should welcome the full proof as heartily 
as any of us—or even more so. 


THE LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LIMITED. 


A meeting of Members, Associates, and friends of the London 
Spiritualist Alliance will be held inthe French Drawing 
Room, St. James's Hall (entrance from Piccadilly), at 7 for 
7.30 p.m., on Friday next, October Mh, when Mr. G. 
Horatio Bibbings, of Plymouth, will give an address on 
Tho Testimony of the Ages to Modern Spiritualism.’ Mr. 


Bibbings comes with warm recommendations as 4 gentle- 
man of culture and education, and an able and eloquent 
speaker. We hope our friends will make a point of 

snd giving him a cordial welcome un the ocea- 
sion of his address in London, 
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SPIRITUALISM AND OCCULTISM. 


A REPLY TO A SELF-STYLED MAGICIAN,’ 


By Quæsror Virw. 


To mis-state the position one wishes to controvert is a 
method which may be accepted in Parliamentary debating 
societies for the training of juniors, but is unworthy of the 
space occupied in this journal. 

When the writer of the letter, which appeared in Liaur' of 
August 22nd, infers that I ‘think it impossible to be conscious 
on another plane until after the intervention of physical death,’ 
in the face of my explicit statements in the letter criticised, 
that inner relations have been unfolded in some sensitives 
with the intra-normal planes, re, mi, Àn and sod (taking our 
normal, sense-related state as that of do), and that the doubles 
of sensitives have been intromitted into these planes, one is 
almost tempted to conclude that the m1s-stutement is a deliberate 
travesty, and that the repeated claims made, and evidenco 
advanced, in support of the communion of spiritual beings with 
man, in my previous letters, are intentionally ignored. Yet, 
after affirming that I negate what is the fundamental basis of 
the Spiritualist’s position, this writer proceeds with magical 
logic to identify me as a Spiritualist, 

The fact that my criticis unable to refute the implications 
I have advanced against occultism sufficiently demonstrates to 
what extent I have studied that science (both in theory and 
practice), while the writer's reply to my metaphysical criticism 
exhibits his new familiarity with the subject-matter with which 
he attempts to deal. To say that I am ‘ hopelessly at sea is 
not argument. It is un mere assumption of superiority, the 
validity uf which stands self-exposed. 

No attempt is made to deny my inference that whatever 
devil worship there may exist, if any, must be attributed to 
practives the basis of which is included in the teachings of 
occultisia, and that consequently the responsibility for such 
practices must rest with the schools which teach such things, 
and must be entirely dissociated from Spiritualism; while 
the writer admits the correctness of my exposure of the 
inflated pretensions on the part of self-styled magicians to 
superiority over the super-human and transcendent entities, 
whom they claim to ‘summon’ and to ‘ banish’ and to convert 
consequently inte their servants ; in contradistinction with the 
position of Spiritualists, who consider the personality in this 
suburdinate external state to be the servant and not the master 
of those greater intelligences and powers, who receive and 
transmit the conscious vitality which sustains the mental as 
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rationalised personal opinion, such ns, for instance, a — 
that a Mahomedan is a heathen, and carries no refuting dem 
stration. The study of the old Neo-Platonists is 
charming exercise, but the exposition of philosophic thougl shy 
has, like all else, progressed since their time. 
turn to * Mind of October last (I think), be will find an article 
in whieh the fallacies of the old pantheism, which asserted the 
immanence of the One in the All, without aflirming its trans 
cendence, or the fact that its transcend apparent 
separation and independence in identitication, and consequently 
recognise their dependence on that Unity, are clearly demon. 
strated. 

Realisation of dependence on the Unity entails not only 
‘consciousness of derivation from the Divine’ but also ' cum. 
sciousness of union with the source of Being,’ as these are one 
and the same, while the pretension of independent personal 
being carries implicit denial of and abstraction from that union, 
What ‘inspire to conscious union with the Source of Being' 
may mean (versus consciousness of union) I fail to understand. 
While man may identify himself with the Universal, he can 
only ‘commune’ with the finited units of that Universal. He 
is included in and by the Universal, but can himself never 
include or comprise or coguise other than its relatives, (e., 
relatively (in the same way as a cell in man’s organism is 
included by man's Ego, but can never include chat Ego, 
though it may identify itself therewith). One of the leading 
authorities in the ‘self-styled magician's school says: The 
Universal subject ever slides behind man’s regarding mind.“ (I 
quote from memory.) 

Further ; direct communion with 
macrocosmic state is impossible to man while in this external 
state, unless the equivalent correlated degree of responsive con- 
sciousness has been unfolded in the human recipient ; otherwise 
communion can only occur with entities in intermediate states, 
Communion is in fact conditioned by the degree of concordant 
responsiveness unfolded in the recipient. (See pp, 347 and 328.) 
The fact that the magician negates the identitication of man 
with the Universal by denying man's dependence thereon, in 
itself demonstrates that the perception pertaining to appear- 
ances only ; pertaining to and relating with relatively external 
states only, and not the internal perception which identifies ; 
which relates with noumenal causal states, functions in his 
school. His metaphysical fallacious position in itself proves 
that only meae, and not immediate, direct central communion 

Magic — be a science, and, like physical science, deals 
pre-eminently withthe substantial, i i.e., feminine aspect of being 
(vital radiation), and tends to ignore metaphysic, which deals 
with thea priori problem of being as presented 
— initiation psychology, that is by the 
tion of being. The ignoring of 
s entails limitations which preclude 
ul consideration or the equili- 
m of the magician and the 
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— ye this position both by logical arguments and by 
and olectric illustrations, The presumption that man 
is purely negative would be in contradiction with the universal 
as analogically exhibited in electrical law, Weare nega- 
ts and positive as transmitters (while * circuit’ 
and ‘relay “implios both). But what occultists omit to recognise 
iy that reception ix the pre-condition of transmission. We are 
relays (in the electrical sense) in an eternal and universal self- 
conMelOUy processus, and as self-conscious we share in the expli- 
gation Of that processus as communicated to us. We are not 
abstract self-manifestors or independent creative generators. 
ion of personal independence is based on appear- 
ances, Ñe, relative reality, or reality relative to partial cogni- 
tion, It is the abstraction made by imperfect cognition, from 
of cognition, It is the illusion which is presented 
the universe from the anthropo-centric standpoint, 
instead of from the theo-centric standpoint. The affirmation of 
ee ent existence entails his abstraction from the 
he denial of his dependence on the universal self- 
living Deity is for-selfness ; is ethical and meta- 
2 (‘the donial of the identity of ethical with logical 
Vis atheism. It is the spirit which Goethe attributes to 
phistopheles, who is made to say to Faust, * I am the 
hatdenies,’ It is the attitude represented in the allegory 
olt of Lucifer.’ While the spirit of identified depend- 
i the Universal presented in these letters is identical with 
wssed in the words,. Thy wiil, O Father, not mine, be 
is also in ‘There i is a Divinity which shapes our ends, 
them as we may.’ 
ie claim made by Theosophists for their leaders that they 
é the destiny of human races and direct the spiritual pro- 
ankind would be blasphemous, but for the fact that 
ers of these claims do not realise that they carry the 
n of the Omnipresence and Omnipotence of the Uni- 
These finited personalities assume the preposterous 
iat they control, mould, and render subservient the 
cause which made them, of which they are the pro- 
This position, no doubt, arises from pantheistic 
| rec ise the immanence, but not the transcend- 
f the One in the All. I showed last year, from internal 
cist it the Masters must necessarily occupy Deva- 
contested at the time by a Theosophist in these 
seo that Mr. Leadbeater now confirms my state- 
chan is the state which follows after the second 
mi, the plane from which many ‘ spirit guides’ 
y circles; a plane of limited, personal, divided 
Tact i in itself explains the inflated self-exaltation 
thoir ridiculous, because self-destructive, preten- 
e already exposed the absurdity of the claim that 
others initiated Spiritualism. 
s and Theosophists cease speaking of Spiritualism 
terms they have continually used. When 
it is either through ignorance of that which 
from interested motives, ùe., with the intent 
ites into their societies by their assumption of 
* elusive, and secret knowledge, and thereby 
r N the vested interests they have estab- 
casto of leaders depending upon it for 
and 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


[The Editor i not responsible for opinions expressed by correspondents 
and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for the purpose of 
presenting views that may elicit diseustion, ] 


Higher and Lower Spiritual Spheres. 

Sin,—My attention has been directed to the letter, signed 
E. II.“ under the above heading, in your issue of September 
Sth, containing an appeal to me in connection with a question 
by one of your correspondents, named ‘ Ernest,’ and, with your 
kind permission, I will respond. 

* Ernest’ is, by E. II.“ represented to have asked, it 
anyone has ever received communications from the other side 
giving information to the effect that the spirits of any grade 
have the power to see God {" and, on the strength of my having 
assured ' E. II. of communion by me with some of these intel- 
ligences, and of an experience in which He Whom we call Jesus 
wis a prominent figure, * E. H.’ suggests that L might offer 
some relevant information. 

I have, and have had for many years, intercourse with 
spirits on ‘the other side’ nearly as constant and quite as 
certain as that with those on this side, and among the former 
are exalted personages, who, in the earthly body, were of the 
highest eminence in science and philosophy ; and with several 
of these, since their entry into the higher spheres, I have con- 
versed respecting the Being we call God, and they state that 
they have no personal knowledge of such a Being, and know no 
individual who has. I have also, in circles not frequented by 
these friends, where God is addressed by unseen and by seen 
members, inquired, concerning God, of spirits employing the 
name ; and I have found them without the knowledge likewise. 

London. J. S. G. 

Spirit Prophecies. 

Sin, — The correspondence on this subject has interested me 
very much, my own experience of late having shown me how 
little reliance can be placed on the information given as to the 
future by spirit controls. Unquestionably at times some very 
remarkable fulfilments of predicted events occur, Lady Burton's 
recent death being u notable case in point. 

The usual explanation given by controls when questioned on 
the subject is that it is very often the case that the sitters do 
not give good conditions ; others say that undeveloped spirits 
interfere, and that their presence is not easily detected ; but I 
do not think that either of these solutions will meet the 
difficulty in my own case. 

Recently, three controls of a medium gave me, one after 
another, and at one and the same sitting, the most correct infor- 
mation as to my own surroundings, followed by predictions that 
proved utter, false, and by their falsity convinced me that the 
power of prophesying correctly is an exceedingly limited one. 
This was not the only occasion of the kind. It has been the 
same with other mediums, and my own guides have equally been 
at fault. After misleading me on one occasion, they subse- 
quently gave me the following message: Do not be disap- 
pointed, if to-morrow passes over without incident. We give 
you this caution because of what took place before, but it may 
not be so this time, Still, these disappointments are often 
very keen, and though we do not think there is one in store, yet 
it is conceivable that we are all mistaken again.’ 

On that occasion, the prediction was partially correct, and 
the warning hardly needed. I look upon it, however, as a very 
kind intimation. For myself I never seek the material now, 
heing quite content to cultivate the spiritual, and to aim at 
gutting the highest form of spirituality obtainable by mortals. 

Stratford, E. Tuos. Arwoop, 


Spirit Robes. 


n 


Sin. — Mr. Richard Harte’s clever and amusing letter in 
r 
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spirit whose attitude is indicative of the deepest shame and 
humiliation. He is clad only in a waist-cloth, and Miss Houghton 
states that his scarcity of clothing was explained by the 
attendant spirits as being due to the character of his life on 
earth—a life devoid of benevolence and kindly thought for his 
fellows. (The correspondence between the supposed abstract 
ideas and figures of speech of our mortal existence and the 
actualities of spirit-life, are very curious and suggestive.) The 
principle of artistic beauty alone seoms to me quite suficient 
in itself to justify the use of garments in any sphereof human 
existenc2, however spiritually exalted, provided always that such 
garments bear a closer analogy to the graceful robes of the old 
Greeks than to the artistically hideous productions of modern 
tailors and dressmakers. And if all we are told be true, spirit 
garments belong to the former category. But the subject 
would almost permit of a new ‘Sartor Resartus.' 
Dav Gow. 


Spirit and Matter. 


Sm,—Your able correspondents on the above subject have, 
I think, assumed too readily that matter is distinct from force 
and spirit, in the sense of an entity to be acted upon. 

To the terrestrial range of sense, matter certainly appears 
essentially different from force, spirit, and intelligence, Once 
apply the universal solvent, Reason, and this ponderable, and 
apparently solid matter, eludes the intellectual grasp, and 
recedes into the unreached fastnesses of higher mental modes 
than ours. 

The questions are often asked, What is spirit? and, What is 
matter? The former query is reasonably answered by the reply 
that spirit is conscious intelligence. The question, What is 
matter? cannot be answered in the same satisfactory manner as 
the first inquiry. 

If matter existed as a separate entity, and no conscious 
intelligence in connection therewith, it is manifest that there 
would not be a thinking world. But this is somewhat idle, 
since intelligence does exist, and is inseparably associated with 
what is called matter. What then is matter? Not long ago 
the Materialist contidently answered, The substance, ground, 
and cause of the Universe.’ 

The acme of that view was reached in 1874, when the late 
Professor Tyndall delivered his sensational Address on Matter’ 
before the British Association of Science, at Belfast. Since 
then, physicists have been yielding ground step by step, and 
their confidence in their ability to explain the nature of matter 
is slowly, but surely, dying out. When Emerson stated that 
‘matter was mind precipitated he simply abridged, in poetic 
form, the entire theory of Berkeley. 

Strip matter of its terms, and the working hypothesis in re- 
lation to it, and the mind can find no entity that force could be 
applied to, Force is everywhere, and intelligence and law fill 
the Universe. An atom, a nomad, or a molecule has no ground 
for existence, being named as such on arbitrary assumption. 

Mathematical law, an unerring mode of reason, will not allow 
an stom ora nomad to exist. If, therefore, force abounds on 
all sides, of which we have cognisance, and no discoverable 


entity destitute of it, may we not assume that 8 


unseen Universe is compounded of intelligence, law, at 
e e ee ne ee 
an become EN is beyond our concep 
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and one dead. He turned to me, saying, * You know that; 
correct,’ I answered that, as far as my knowledge went, it wa 
Miss Fowler again spoke to the invisibles, and, turning to u 
friend, repeated, They say they are your father and brother, 
My friend sat silent for some short time, and then suddenly 
said,‘ They are quite right. One brother died when quite a child, 
and it being so many years ago, I had quite forgotten him.“ 

That could not be mind reading. 

In talking the matter over with him after leaving, my friend 
again and again expressed his surprise that Miss Fowler should 
have insisted that he had two brothers in the spirit world when 
he was so sure he had only one. 

At the same time I admit that clairvoyants are not infallible, 
and I think it is a good thing for us that they are not; other 
wise many of us would be inclined to use them continually in 
place of using our own brains. And we should thus become 
mere puppets for the spirits, and easy dupes in the hands of 
dishonest mediums. 

A clairvoyant may have to discern things through the medium 
of the influence thrown off by the sitters, and, if so, may not a 
bad influence distort the vision, causing the clairvoyant to give 
a wrong description, although he may truly describe what he 
thinks he sees? For example, I am at a friend's house, and on 
looking through a window of very common glass I see an ordinary 
man coming up the street. He appears to me to have his face 
and figure very much distorted, but my friend who is sitting at 
a plate-glass window sees the same man as he really is. It 
would be very wrong of my friend to abuse me because I had 
made a mistake when it was his own fault, he having caused 
me to look through a bad medium for clear seeing. I think 
we have much yet to learn, and should carefully use and nol 
abuse the instruments we have. For experimenting we can use 
more instruments than one, and therefore we ought to be 
content. 


7, Laburnum- H. J. C. 


„Fairfield, Liverpool. 


Sm,—I have been interested in reading the many letters in 
your issues since the late visit of Mr. Slater to London. In 
every branch of science of which I have read I have always 
found how easy it was for critics to controvert and even dis- 
prove the theories and facts advanced. In the case of Mr. 
Slater, some persons have taken up certain special instances 
and tried to show that they were incorrect and thut therefore 
all he did or said must be false. It strikes me, however, that 
if all the cases given by him while he was in England were 
printed, it would be found that very few of them would be 
explainable on the theories put forth by some of your corre- 


I had not the pleasure of a sitting with Mr. Slater nor of 
attending any of his meetings, but T had the pleasure of being 
= Lenn në the time of his arrival there, and the good fortune 
hotel at which he resided during his 
8 table with him, and converang 

days. I was much impressed with the 
| “Th boing much interested in his won- 


| a special purpose in being in 
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Put all came true, nevertheless. She went down to Brighton 
next day, but had not been there an hour when a telegram 
arrived from the hotel stating that a telogram had come from 
the ship agont’s to state that the steamer had arrived. My 
daughter at once returned to London, instead of staying in 
Brighton till noxt day. 

think T have said enough to show that it could not be 
mind-reading in this instance, as what was told by Mr. Slater 
was just the reverse of what my daughter believed at the time, 
and ‘Aunt Margaret was about the last personage whose name 
would likely pass through her mind, she having been dead for 
many years, und was entirely unknown, and indeed was never 
won, by my daughter. 
Arbroath, 


Joux HERALD. 


Mr. and Mrs, Everitt at Newoastle. 


Sin,—We have been greatly favoured by the presence of 
Mr. and Mrs. Everitt at our homely place here in Heaton, 
. Noweastle-on-Tyne. On the kind intercession of Mr. W. II. 
f 2 72 of this city, Mr. und Mrs. Everitt gave a séance to n 
of the old workers in the Spiritualist movement in New- 
castle—Mr. William Armstrong, Mr. Thomas Ashton (two of 
o friends remaining on this side, who were instrumental in 
development of Miss Fairlamb, now Mrs. Mellon, and 
Kate Woot), Mr. and Mrs. Eliot, Mr. and Mrs, Robinson, Mr. 
Mrs. Johnson, and a gentleman connected with one of the 
ding daily newspapers published in Newcastle. When our 
is were arranged round the table the manifestations began 
directing the positions which each sitter should occupy 
circle. Then, by means of raps on the table, Mr. 
was enabled to ascertain what, if any, passages of 
ure were desired bythe invisibles to be read. These were 
id and read, and were very suitable for the occasion. An 
‘conversation was carried on, the remarks being agreed 
ented from by the friends on the other side, quite dis- 
A emphatically, by means of raps. 
e portion of the séance many spirit lights were seen 
ns were answered by means of lights, reminding one 
ig, turning on the lights once for ‘No’ and three 
Ves.“ Mrs. Eliot clairvoyantly saw and described a 
cene at the head of the room where Mrs. Everitt was 
hind her appeared a beautiful arch of light, rainbow 
yeneath which were three beautiful angel-girls, so 
cite to tears of joy the seer who described them 


was in perfect darkness, seemed illumined with 
ght, and Mrs. Eliot described busy people in spirit 
0 und the circle from sitter to sitter. The time 
quickly, and many times we were requested to 
than sing. The conversation was upon the 
iritualism chiefly, and seemed to give pleasure 
friends, for they continued to approve of or 
t was advanced by one or another engaged in 


had direct-voice conversation with the Rev. 
was often loud, and as strong as that of 
nd the table. This manifestation of the 
r the conditions of the circle was very 
ritt was not entranced during this phase 
She was heard conversing with one or 
e table ; and the spirit voice was loudly 
; z of others, but to carry on a most 
Aud thus a truly convincing series of 
me ae was a great success. 1 
were as delighted as those 
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Unfulfilled Predictions. 


Sin, —I trust it will not be thought by any one of your many 
readers that T have the slightest desire to underrate the powers 
of Mr. Slater as a thought-reader, clairvoyant, and test 
medium. But while we are most willing to concede all that can 
bo reasonably expected, i.e., an far as the facta will carry us—and 
these have been freely published - cannot accept Mr. Slater aa 
an infallible prophet, Of predictions he has nade many wherever 
he has gone, and strange to say, all that have come to my notice 
(aa in the case of Mr. Tubbs) have beon of * a most encouraging 
nature’ ; but unfortunately so far as my knowledge goes they 
have not been fulfilled. 

1. When at the conference at Walsall in July, 1895, there 
was a political contest between Sir Arthur Hayter (Liberal) and 
Mr. Sydney Gedge (Conservative), On three separate occamons 
to three different people, Mr. Slater, without the slightest 
hesitation, predicted Hayter as the winner of the seat. But 
he lost by over two hundred votes. 2. A friend of mine had a 
business to gell and consulted Mr. Slater, who predicted its sale 
by March, 1896, It was not sold. 3. On Mr. Slater's second 
visit, my friend had another guinea interview, and this time 
the business was to be sold by September 15th, 1896, 
After being duly advertised, not a single offer has been made, 
4. At Manchester Mr. Slater predicted that a certain lady 
would pass her exams and gain a certificate of a certainty, She 
did not do so, 

I have no desire to enlarge or moralise upon these failures, 
but it is obvious that random statements of this kind, given with 
apparent authority, are calculated to do a great amount of harm, 
and it is most important that we should distinguish between Mr. 
Slater’s test facts and his unfulfilled predictions, 

A. J. Suvrn. 


Spirit Action on Sensitives. 


Sin, —I am amazed at the trend of so many of the letters of 
your correspondents towards alleging that we human, physical 
mortals do more than 909 of each 1,000 of so-called spiritualistic 
phenomena, and our angels nothing, Is the sad ignorance of 
those writers of limited knowledge to govern and lead 
Spiritualists back to rank, blank materialism? Only think of 
the assertion that our extra-mind information comes to us just 
in the nick of time from some unknown Jack-in-the-human-box 
on the look-out, while his outer self hasanap! Only think 
of the presumption of any person limiting the Divine Power as 
exercised through His psychic ministering spirits, to the extent 
of the education acquired by his personal opportunities, 
however limited. 

I have seen and often felt the presence of angels; so have 
friends of mine at the same time and place. We have asked 
for, and had proof of their life and power, at our desire. We 
have seen human friends taken up and floated at our homes in 
the rooms we were in. We have had heavy loo tables raised 
and floated in the air towards the ceiling and beyond our out- 
stretched hands. We have seen our own accordion floating 
round our table and away from all en fingers, playing the 
song tunes we asked for. Have those angels of psychical power 
no power to speak, to tableau, to use the hand to write auto- 
matically the messages they are authorised to give My experi- 
ences over a period of about fifty years are diametrically oppo- 
site to those of Mr. M. and others, as narrated on September 
19th in Licur.’ 

J rejoice in the cloud of evidences, mental, psychical, and 
physical, which I have had, of my life to come with my passed- 
on wife and the nine of our children now with her ; and alse of 
a veritable host of old friends, gathered during my past life of 
eighty-five years. 


South Norwood, S. E. J. Exmone Joses. 
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devotes his time almost continnonsly to the exercise of his 


wonderful mediumship. - 
I know very well the little boy (only about twelve months 


old) who was the sufferer in the case T am referring to. He had 
just begun to toddle by the help of holding to the furniture in 
the house, when teething took him off his walking, and he 
bocame very ill. But this was not the worst of his troubles, 

He became very mach worse, in consequence of a very 
Qreadful swelling of his left thigh, which became almost as 
thick as the girth of tho child's waist. And down below the 
knee became also very much enlarged, and yet the baby could 
move the joints of the leg, and suffered no pain if handled, and 
if the toe joints or ankle joint were bent backward and forward. 
His bad leg was a purzle to the family doctor; for weeks no 
improvement rewarded the treatment, 

Baffled by the cwe, the family doctor (not for reasons of 

charity) obtained admission for the child and his mother into a 
large local infirmary in the West Riding, so that benefit might 
bo derived, if possible, from the joint experience of all the 
medical men in the locality, who were in the habit of rendering 
assistance to the resident medical officer in such cases as re- 
quired treatment in the infirmary. The mother had to reside with 
her babe in the intirmary, and was there three weeks, Upwards of 
twenty medical men saw and examined the child, and confessed 
themselves baffled with the complaint. The child was too young 
for an operation, and it seemed as if nothing could be done 
towards the restoration of the ehild’s leg to normal conditions, 
What relief could be thought of was tried; liniments and cotton 
wool wrappings, and such like, wore used, but the swelling con- 
tinwed, and the child and its mother were discharged from the 
infirmary because the case was held to be incurable. 

Friends invited the wether with her child to pay a visit to 
Newcastle, and they come: and the child was taken to a noted 
medium in Gateshead, but the mother was not satisfied with her 
visit, and she was advised te take her babe to James Robison, in 
Byker, She did ao. He saw the child, and went under control of 
his guides for ten minutes. The medium's eyes were closed, but 
he seemed to ses the csuse of the trouble. He took the child's 
leg, and the knee, between his thambs; he gradually seemed 
to work over and round the knoeesp, until he cume to the inner 
edge of the knee, when he exercised considerable pressure, 
firmly holding the boy, notwithstanding its screants from pain. 
He seemed satistied with what he had done, and handing the 
babe back te his mother he said, Les, now he is all right ; but 
do not let him stand on his feet for a little while, he will 


soon be well.’ 
In « few days I went to see Mr. Robison, as the 


had not subsided, though the bey could bear to have his leg 
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possible will support the In Memoriam’ service in memon at 
our late co-worker Mr. A, M. Rodger,at Wellington Hall, -i R 
Grascow.—Last Sunday we again had the servicos of M 
MacCreadie and Mr. D, Anderson, morning and evening, in th 
Waterloo Rooms. Mr. Anderson's controls dealt in their nsu) 
trenchant manner with * Indifferentism ' and ‘ Objecti 
against Spiritualism.’ Miss MacCreadie's control, * Sunshiny 
gave A great many descriptions and was very successful. 4 
number of entire strangers to the subject received 
tests. ‘Sunshine’ has done excellent work in Glasgow and 
we hope Miss MacCreadie will bring her back soon again. . 


Norra Loxton Srincroacisrs’ Socrery.-—On Sunday m 
ing last, in Finsbury Park, Messrs. Davis, Emms, and Broo! 
conducted the meeting, There was some opposition fro 
orthodox friends who, however, meet us with anything bat a 
Christlike spirit. In the evening Mr. Jones conducted a spiritus! 
and instructive meeting in which nearly all present took part, 
giving thoughts and experiences. Next Sunday, Memorial and 
Flower Service to commemorate the passing on to the higher 
life of our late brother and co-worker A. M. Rodger. Th 
following friends have promised to be present: Mr. Thos. 
Everitt (Hendon), Mr. Brailey (Walthamstow), Mr. Kinsman 
(Tottenham), Mr. Adams (Brixton), Mr. A. Lovell (West Hamp 
stead). Ke. Ke. The hall will seat four hundred, but we ask 
friends to come early—6.45 p.m. —B. 

Cavexvisn Rooms, 51, MORTIMER-STREET, W. 
évening last, despite the inclement weather, a fairly numerous 
audience assembled at these rooms, and were again privileged 
to hear an excellent discourse from the inspirers of Mrs. M. H, 
Wallis, the title being Man's Triune Nature and Spiritual 
Possibilities.” The close interest of the audience was held 
throughout the address, the many excellent points of which 
were warmly applauded, and the able services of our esteemed 
co-worker were much appreciated. A few clairvoyant 
descriptions were also given. Next Sunday evening, Mrs. 
Green, of Heywood, Manchester, pays the Marylebone Associa- 
tion a visit, and a trance address, followed by clairvoyance, 
will be given; commence at 7 o'clock ; soloist, Miss Jessie 
Dixon. —L. H. 

Daws or Day Sprerrcat Sociery, 85, FORTESS-ROAD, 
Kesvisn-rows, N.W.—On Sunday last Mrs. Ashton Bingham 
gave un address in which she related many remarkable dreams 
of her own and others connected with herself. On Sunday 
next Mrs. Bingham will give an address on * Spiritual Healing.’ 
On Wednesday, 7th inst., the first of a series of entertainments 
for the winter months will be given with the view of helping 
the medium, Mrs. Charles Spring, to carry on the rooms and to 
pay off the debt on the organ; also to purchase chairs, which 
are needed for the increasing numbers of investigators who 
attend. There will be a silver collection, and assistance in the 
entertainments is requested by the president, Mrs. A. Bingham, 
who has the management. Address, 2, Millman-street, W. C. 

EAB 


On Sunday 


Sunna Moste Hart, CAMBERWELL New-roav.—On 
9 „ W. E. Long, despite a bad throat, continued 


the upon *The Mission of Jesus,’ taking 
Th of Peter from Prison as the basis. The inspiring 
now it the the people doubted even while 

Rhoda mad for saying that Peter was 
ver said there was evidently a firm belief 
existent with the physical, for they said 
44 tho knock at the door 
used b than physical. It is impossible 
ut cor nee, to eat ts many 

; ©. Next Sunday, at 6.30 p.m., W. E. Long. 
„ at 8. D p Ta., at , Station-road, a class tar 
‘Qu re invited answered ; strangers wel- 


ng. An evening will be held 
on Monda; * 


day, October 1 
atot tha kan, ue, R. Boddington. 


